
Cultural Office of the Embassy of Spain | 74 Stanley Avenue, Ottawa ON K1M 1P4 | Tel: 613-747-2252 ext. 235
View this event online: https://www.spainculture.ca/city/montreal/liebestod-by-angelica-liddell/

PDF created on 07/11/2025 | Page 1 of 1

Liebestod by Angélica Liddell

Angélica Liddell performs her own version of “the death of love”
(“Liebestod”) mixing the end of Richard Wagner’s “Tristan and
Isolde” and the art of bullfighting inspired by Juan Belmonte.

Liebestod, the title of the finale of Richard Wagner’s 1865 opera Tristan und
Isolde, literally means “death of love.” The composer sets music to his own poetic
rewriting of the medieval legend. The word Liebestod refers to the eroticism of
death or “love until death,” invoking the idea that the consummation of the
couple’s love takes place in death or even after death.

Liddell associates the Liebestod or death of love with the tragic life of Juan
Belmonte, the mythical Sevillian matador who made bullfighting a spiritual
exercise and the ultimate form of self-giving.

Specifically, Liddell describes bullfighting as an essential form of violence that, in
her opinion, is linked to the three basic elements of life: sex, birth and death. As in
classical tragedy and art, she states, it is through terror and compassion that
purification or catharsis is achieved and we connect with the sacred.

In this show, Angélica Liddell is alternately both metaphors of the bull and the
bullfight, Tristan and Isolde, the Devil and God.

ANGÉLICA LIDDELL

Artist and director Angelica Liddell is known for her
radical and visually striking works. She has received
numerous awards, including the Silver Lion at the Venice
Theater Biennale. Liebestod, a show that connects the art
of bullfighting with Classical tragedy, premiered at the
2021 Avignon Festival and garnered a standing ovation.
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Usine C, 1345 Ave. Lalonde, Montreal,
Quebec H2L 5A9
View map
Phone: 514-521-4493

Admission

Buy tickets

More information
Usine C

Credits
With Angélica Liddell, Borja López,
Gumersindo Puche, Palestina de los
Reyes, Patrice Le Rouzic, Ezekiel Chibo
and the participation of extras. Text,
direction, scenography, costumes
Angélica Liddell.
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